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Book Reports 
 

 Deb S: American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins,  When We Left Cuba by 

Chanel Cleeton 

 Kathy G: American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins, The Guardians by John 

Grisham  

 JoAnn: American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins, Lost Roses (Lilac Girls, 
#2) by Martha Hall Kelly, Fortune and Glory (Stephanie Plum, #27) 
by Janet Evanovich,  Collared (Andy Carpenter, #16) by David 
Rosenfelt  

 Deb W: Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult,  Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay 
Asher, American Dirt  by Jeanine Cummins, The Signature of All 
Things by Elizabeth Gilbert 

 Barbara: The Years of Wandering by N.T.  

 Shawn: The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See, Valentine by Elizabeth 
Wetmore 

 Sharon N:  The Water is Wide by Pat Conroy  

 Lori: Redhead by the Side of the Road by Anne Tyler, Waiting for 
Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy by Carlos Eire,  The 
Dutch House by Ann Patchett  

 Judy: Truth and Beauty by Ann Patchett,  This Tender Land  & by 
Ordinary Grace William Kent Krueger  

 Sharon S: Last Night in Twisted River by John Irving 

 Loretta: I Miss You When I Blink: Essays by Mary Laura Philpott,  If It 
Bleeds by Stephen King,  The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, 
How They Communicate – Discoveries from a Secret World by  
Peter Wohlleben, Tim Flannery 

 Kathy P: Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 

 

 

 

 
American Dirt  

by Jeanine Cummins 
 
On occasion our 
unconventional book club 
will select a common story 
to discuss. This month we 
discussed the story of the 
painful voyage of migrants 
to the United States. There 
is controversy around this 
book on a few levels and as 
the facilitator of our book 
club and a person who has 
experienced an amazing 
book club dismantle due to 
political differences, I was 
nervous. Taking a 
convenient out, I 
announced that the 
discussion questions around 
immigration policy would 
be left to the end so that 
we could “sign off” of zoom 
at our discretion. I remain 
conflicted about this 
approach. On one hand, 
story discussions can get 
lost when the personal or 
political becomes the 
focus. On the other hand, 
civil discourse should be a 
comfortable part of any 
forum. We should be able 
to walk away with a deep 
appreciation for what 
anyone can bring to the 
table understanding that 
we don’t have to convince 
each other of anything. And 
especially when we are 
with people we respect and 
love. Kathy G reminded me 
of this not so long ago. In 
retrospect, I did not have 
to be nervous. Opportunity 
lost. Lesson learned. 
   
  ~Deb 

 

 

“Let me keep my distance, always, from those who think they have 

the answers. 

Let me keep company always with those who say ‘Look!” and laugh 

in astonishment, and bow their heads.”   

    Mysteries, Yes   ~Mary Oliver 

 

“War is not the answer, only love can conquer hate.”   

    What’s Going On  ~Marvin Gaye 
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